
WORKING TO END OCEAN PLASTIC POLLUTION
WHILE CREATING AN INCLUSIVE CIRCULAR ECONOMY



A Challenge We Can Solve

• Ocean plastic pollution is a 
complex, global problem

• Threatens public health and safety
• Negatively impacts economies and 

the environment
• Major challenges in the countries 

where USAID works



Congressional Launch of Save Our Seas Initiative

• Expanding existing 
programming in key countries

• Growing programming into 
new geographies

• Catalyzing investment from 
donors, partner countries, and 
the private sector Senator Dan Sullivan speaking at the 

launch of the SaveOur Seas Initiative
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USAID’s Ocean Plastic Pollution Programs
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USAID’s Local Systems Approach



Data -driven Policies to Enable a Circular Economy

Sri Lanka: 
Facilitating 
dialogue 
between 
public and 
private 
sectors on 
Extended 
Producer 
Responsibility 
(EPR) policies

Indonesia: Plastic Bag Diet Movement 
assisting cities on regulating plastic 
bags usage.



Improving Solid Waste Services and Investment

Pisco, Peru:
Improving route optimization

Paranaque, Philippines:
Right -sized, investable MRF solutions
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Solid Waste Capacity Index for Local Governments

Component City 1 Score City 2 Score

Planning 0% 56%

Policy & Legal 
Framework 48% 58%

Financial Management 20% 40%

Service Delivery 33% 31%

Human Resources 35% 65%

Community Engagement 25% 57%

Overall 26% 51%

SCIL Score Indication

0-30% Insufficient capacity has been 
established

31-50% Basic capacity has been 
established

51-70% Additional capacity needed for 
efficient and environmentally 
sound system

71-90% Capacity to operate a sound 
system, with targeted capacity 
building needed

90-100% Best practices implemented; 
minimal capacity building needed 



Green Jobs and Local Innovations

Manila, Philippines:  Waste -to -cash stations 

Phu Quoc, Vietnam: 
Green Joy’s biodegradable straws
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Promoting Sustained Social and Behavior Change

● Working with local grantees to 
conduct action research

● Establishing practices for waste 
segregation and reduced single -
use plastic usage



Building an Inclusive, Equitable System

Champion women as recycling leaders:
• Technical training, mentoring
• Personal empowerment 
• GBV prevention

"Eco -Warriors" in 
Puerto Princesa, Philippines 



Plastic Pollution Knowledge Resources

Case studies describing impacts 
of tools and approaches

Fact sheets providing informative 
briefs 

Technical insights from our 
community of practice

Knowledge resources can be found on UrbanLinks (issue: Ocean Plastic Pollution): https://urban-
links.org/issue/ocean-plastic-pollution/



CLARE ROMANIK
USAID LEADOCEAN PLASTICS 

AND URBAN ADVISOR

urban -links.org/ocean-plastic-pollution

Online training hub: 
bit.ly/ccbohub
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