
NOAA Marine Debris Monitoring and Assessment Project

Shoreline Site Characterization Form 
Complete ONCE per 100-meter site

Register this site at https://mdmap.orr.noaa.gov

SITE NAME:
Be specific when naming your 100-meter site so it is unlikely to appear elsewhere in the MDMAP database

DATE:
 MM/DD/YYYY

GROUP/INDIVIDUAL:
    Group/individual leading the survey effort

SITE LOCATION:
City (Village, Island, Borough, or County) State/Province/Territory Country

SITE COORDINATES:
Record in decimal degrees out to six decimal places at all four corners of the 100-meter shoreline site (DDD.DDDDDD)

DIRECTION WHEN FACING WATER:
Circle one direction on the compass below

SITE PHOTOS:
List timestamp, number, or other information to keep track of photos 
of the site

OMB Control Number: 0648-XXXX, Expiration Date: XX/XX/20XX



This portion can be completed offsite.

NEAREST RIVER, STREAM, OR INLET:

Name of nearest river, stream, or inlet

Straight line distance from site in kilometers

SITE REMOTENESS:
(Check one)

parking within 1 kilometer (0.61 miles) 
of site access

parking more than 1 kilometer away

need a boat or plane to access

SELECTION CRITERIA:
Why was this location selected to conduct surveys? 
(Check all that apply)

I like this beach  

convenience/easy access    

popular tourist/recreation area

legacy of monitoring here

suggested by MDMAP team 

I consistently see debris here    

near a suspected source of debris

random

secluded

regulatory/legislative  
consideration

no previous monitoring

to answer a research question

it is relatively clean 

other (describe in notes)   

NOTES:
Describe site features, including landmarks, coastal circulation 
patterns, offshore barriers, etc.

TIPS FOR SELECTING AND ESTABLISHING A SHORELINE SITE:

GPS points mark the
four corners of the
100-meter site

Confirm that the length of the survey site 
(shoreline parallel to water) is a continuous 
100 meters. Measure along the back barrier.

Make note of landmarks 
that can be helpful to 
find the site



PRA Burden Statement
A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty 
for failure to comply with an information collection subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 unless the 
information collection has a currently valid OMB Control Number. The approved OMB Control Number for the Citizen Science & 
Crowdsourcing information collection is 0648-XXXX.  Without this approval, we could not conduct these information collections. NOAA 
recognizes that the PRA does apply to its Citizen Science & Crowdsourcing information collections and OMB approval is pending. In the 
interim, OMB is permitting NOAA to conduct those collections. Public reporting for these information collections is estimated to be 
between one minute and 8 hours per response depending on the project, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing 
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information collection. All responses to this 
information collection are voluntary. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this information collection, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden to the NOAA Citizen Science Office at citizenscience@noaa.gov.

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under 5 U.S.C. § 301, Departmental regulations which authorizes the 
operations of an executive agency, including the creation, custodianship, maintenance and distribution of records, and 15 U.S.C. 1512, 
Powers and duties of the Department.

Purpose: NOAA is collecting this information to help meet its mission to understand and predict changes in climate, weather, ocean, and 
coasts, to share that knowledge and information with others, and to conserve and manage coastal and marine ecosystems and resources.  
NOAA collects limited information, such as name, address, phone number, or email address for a variety of purposes.  This information 
will be used to respond to user inquiries or provide services requested by the user. 

Routine Uses: Disclosure of this information is permitted under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a) to be shared among 
Department staff for work-related purposes.  Disclosure of this information is also subject to all of the published routine uses as identified 
in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice COMMERCE/NOAA-11, Contact Information for Members of the Public Requesting or 
Providing Information Related to NOAA’s Mission, and COMMERCE/DEPT-23, Information Collected Electronically in Connection with 
Department of Commerce Activities, Events, and Programs.

Disclosure:  Furnishing this information is voluntary.  By providing this information, you are consenting to the use of that information only 
for the purpose for which it is submitted.

Privacy Act Statement

https://www.commerce.gov/opog/privacy-privacy-act/system-records-notices/system-records-notices-commerce-noaa-11
https://www.commerce.gov/opog/privacy-privacy-act/system-records-notices/system-records-notices-commerce-dept-23

